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For creating graft recipient sites, 18- to 20-gauge dis-
posable needles continue to be popular because of their low
cost, convenience, and minimal scalp damage. Lacking depth
control, however, remains a disadvantage when compared
to many graft-site-making instruments designed for hair
restoration surgery.

By accident, we discovered that our custom-made
polypropylene (pp) plastic tubes with 18- to 20-gauge inside
diameter make excellent depth control devices by cutting the
tubes into sections that are 5mm shorter than the needles and
threading the needles through the tubes (photo 1). Subse-
quently, we found tubes made of silicon rubber work as well
or better. Ethylene dioxide gas sterilizes both pp plastic and
silicon rubber tubes. Heat can sterilize silicon rubber tubes.

This simple sleeve allows us to create 5mm-deep graft
sites faster and more uniformly. Thus, we hope to introduce
it to our colleagues who use needles for graft sites. If any-
one wishes to obtain some free samples, please e-mail
tkshiao@yahoo.com.

Graft Site Depth Control Sleeves for Needles
Tseng-Kuo Shiao, MD Overland Park, Kansas; I-Sen Shiao, MD Taipei, Taiwan

Photo 1. Disposable needles with their respective depth control sleeves.
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Available!The Bound Collection (2001–2005)
Limited Edition

The Bound Collection (2001–2005) includes copies of all Forum issues from January/
February 2001–November/December 2005. This limited edition publication is enclosed in
a beautiful royal blue faux leather hard cover with silver inlay lettering, a complement to
any library. This compilation of the Hair Transplant Forum International publication has a
limited number of available copies. Purchase yours today!

The Bound Collection is now available to current members in good standing.

For an order form, access the “Members Only” section of the ISHRS website at www.ishrs.org

Pricing Information: ISHRS Member Cost — $125.00 (plus shipping and handling)


